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SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL AVIATION IN THE GDR 

REF: USDOC 13430 

1 . IN 1976, THE GDR USED AGRICULTURAL AIRCRAFT FOR A 
VARIETY OF PURPOSES OVER 3.26 MILLION HECTARES OF CROP- 
LAND INCLUDING SPREADING NITROGENOUS FERTILIZER 
(1,541,000 HECTARES), DUSTING CROPS (1,525,000 HECTARES), 

AND SEEDING AND FIREFIGHTING (194,000 HECTARES). 

1978 GDR PLANS CALL FOR USE OF AGRICULTURAL AIRCRAFT OVER 
4.2 MILLION HECTARES OF CROPLAND OF WHICH APPLICATION 
OF FERTILIZER WILL ACCOUNT FOR 1.6 MILLION HECTARES. 

2. ACCORDING TO GDR STATISTICS, THE GDR’S AGRICULTURAL 
AIRFLEET CONSISTS OF 175 CZECH BUILT Z-37 AIRCRAFT 
WITH A PAYLOAD CAPACITY OF 550 KILOGRAMS AND 9 SOVIET 
BUILT KA-26 HELICOPTERS. IN 1978 THE GDR ACQUIRED 2 
POLISH BUILT PZL- 106/A AIRCRAFT FOR TESTING AND PLANS 
COMMERCIAL INTRODUCTION OF THE AIRCRAFT IN 1979. 

IN CONTRAST TO THE SINGLE-SEAT Z-37, THE PZL- 106/A 

WILL REPORTEDLY REQUIRE A TWO-MAN CREW FOR AGRICULTURAL 
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OPERATIONS. THE GDR'S AGRICULTURAL AIRFLEET IS 
OPERATED AS PART OF INTERFLUG. THE GDR STATE AIRLINE. 

3. IN 1978. SOVIET PILOTS FLYING AS MANY AS 66 AN-2 
AIRCRAFT AND 3 MI-1 HELICOPTERS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE 
DROPPED NITROGENOUS FERTILIZER ON 400,000 HECTARES OF 
CROPLAND, OR ONE-FOURTH OF THE TOTAL AREA PLANNED TO 
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BE FERTTT .T7.ED BY AIR. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON PILOTS 
OR PLANES FROM COUNTRIES OTHER THAN THE SOVIET UNION 
OPERATING IN THE GDR OR OF GDR AGRICULTURAL FLIGHTS IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 

4. POINT OF COMMERCIAL CONTACT FOR AGRICULTURAL AIRCRAFT 
AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT IS TECHNOCOMMERZ GMBH, 108 BERLIN, 
JOHANNES DIECKMANN STR. 1 1/13, TELEX 01 1 4861. 

INQUIRIES MAY BE DIRECTED TO ATTENTION OF HERBERT 
FISCHER, DIRECTOR FOR IMPORT. 

5. DESPITE PLANS TO INTRODUCE THE PZL-106/A, EMBASSY 
HAS RECENTLY HEARD THAT THE GDR IS NEGOTIATING 
WITH TRANSAVIA OF SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA, FOR THE SALE OF 
AGRICULTURAL AIRCRAFT. TRANSAVIA IS LOOKING TOWARDS 
THE POSSIBLE CASH SALE OF 100 AIRCRAFT BY 1980 AND IS 
COUNTING ON THE SMALLER SIZE AND GREATER MANEUVERABILITY 
OF THEIR CRAFT RELATIVE TO THE PZL- 106/A TO CLOSE 

DEAL. BOLEN 
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